Remember short and simple is better than long and comprehensive.

Family Night- Taking the TIME to Connect!
LOVE
Memory Verse: John 3:16- For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
Activity: How do you LOVE?
· Prep Needed- You will need at least one note card size piece of paper for each member of your family and something to write with.
· Summary- Identify how each person receives and shows love and how God gave us the ultimate example of LOVE.
Open with Prayer: Have someone from your family to open up your time together asking the Lord to help everyone in the family to understand more about Him through this time together.
Parent Direction: Distribute the pieces of paper and pencils to each person in your family.  Tell each person to write down one way that they have showed someone in their family they love them.  (Example: I took out the garbage without being asked or I left a note for this person on their bed telling them I was glad to be their family).  After they have completed this collect each person’s paper and read each description out loud and have everyone guess who they think wrote it by raising their hand.  Write down on the back of the paper how many people guessed the right person wrote it.  After each one has been read go back through each description and let the person who wrote it explain for themselves why they wrote it.  You can do this multiple times if you like.  
Extra:  Distribute more paper to each person and this time have them write down how someone has shown them love recently.  (Example:  This person cleaned up my mess in the kitchen on Friday, This person gave me a big Hug and told me they loved me after I lost my game.) After everyone is finished collect these and go through the same process as above.  This will allow each family member to thank each other for showing love to them.
Read: 	John 3:16 and discuss what this verse says about love.  After reading this verse how much do you think God loves you?  How did God show His love for us? Discuss some other ways that each of you could show love for others.  Encourage each other to memorize the verse throughout the week and look for ways to love each other.
Main Point:  Love the way God loves by showing them.
It is so important for each of us to let others know that we love them by the words we say and the things we do.  God not only says He loves us but shows us He loves us through His action.  
Take Away:  They will know we are Christians by our LOVE!

Depending on the age of your children you can be simpler or go deeper in exploring other passages that talk about love.  
