




Announcements
 4
MAY

Merge/Awakening
Tuesday Evenings at 7:00 p.m. 
in The Hangar

 5
MAY

Divorce Care
Wednesdays 6-7:30 p.m. in 
Room 164. Join at any time 
as each session completes a 

single topic. The cost is $12 for the 
workbook.

 6
MAy

NATIONAL DAY

OF PRAYER

Ladies’ First Thursday
6:30 p.m. in the Dining Hall

Speaker: Debbie Taylor Williams. 
Celebrate with us on the National 
Day of Prayer!

 7
MAY

Celebrate Recovery
Every Friday night of each 
month 7 to 9 p.m.

  10
MAY

Young at Heart
Fellowship
Monday, May 10
6:00 p.m. in the Dining Hall

  15
MAY

Student Ministry Car Wash
8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Locations to be announced. 
Look for the opportunity to 

help youth earn money for Kentucky 
Missions.

Vacation Bible School
Boot Camp  
Saturday, May 15  9:00 a.m. – Noon
All “ranch-hands” (volunteers) gather 
at the “corral” (the Rotunda in the 
Preschool Division) to dust off your 
cowboy boots and “hit the trail” with 
preparations for crafts, music, more!

16
MAY Kentucky Missions

May Meeting
11:45 a.m.-1:30 p.m. in the 

Hangar with lunch, (bring $5)

 Helping Center
 Detergent Day

Don’t you just love the 
smell of clean clothes 
as they tumble from the 

dryer or the scent of a fresh towel after 
a shower?  Our Helping Center gives 
clothing and sheets to those in need. 
However, many of them are unable 
to afford detergent to launder them. 
Pick up an extra carton the next time 
you’re at the grocery store and bring it 
Sunday, May 16 for Detergent Day..

17
MAY

Women on Mission
General Meeting
Monday, May 17
11:00 a.m. in Room 160

Speaker: Claudia High with the 
Spartanburg County Baptist Network
International Student Ministry.

Heading Home Baseball
Awards Night
6:00 p.m. in the Hangar

23
MAY

Graduate Recognition 
Sunday
8:30 a.m. High School Senior 
Breakfast at the home of Tim 

and Michele Brady, 202 Sharon Drive. 
Make your reservation by May 5 in the 
Student Office.

10:30 a.m. Worship Service in the 
Sanctuary. Graduating seniors will 
march in wearing cap and gown. 
Student information and a senior 
picture are needed by May 5.

6:30-8:00 p.m. Graduate and Parent 
Banquet in the Hangar. Make plans 
now to attend this special evening to 
enjoy fellowship, great food, and to 
hear helpful insights on the transition 
to college. Dress is Sunday attire. Cost 
is $8.00 per person. We are excited 
about celebrating with you on this 
special day! Reservations can be 
made for all senior events by emailing 

Seth at sbuckleyfbs.org or Rhonda at 
rlanford@fbs.org, you may also call the 
Student Office, 699-4224.

25
MAY

ROTO
Noon in room 132

26
MAY

Summer SLAMM
begins May 26
1st – 6th grade;
M&M’s in SuMMer

begins in the Preschool.
Get all the details. Call the
KidDepot at 699-4308.

No Preschool Worship
May 30

 4
JUN

Mirror Image Choir Tour
June 4-12 
Ministering in Youth Prison 
facilities throughout Florida.

  5
June Camp Voyager

June 5 - June 10
Camp Blue Star in 
Hendersonville, NC

Registration is going on now and space 
is limited. For boys and girls who have 
completed the 4th – 6th grade.
The cost is $275. A deposit of $100 
is due at registration. Forms for 
registration can be picked up in the 
Recreation Office. Activities include 
archery, riflery, the blob, canoeing, 
fishing, swimming (lake or pool), 
paddleboats, tennis, basketball, soccer, 
games, and much, much more. Events 
include team games, skits, slip and 
slide, arts and crafts, concerts, and 
Praise and Worship. A limited number 
of partial scholarships are available. 
For more information call the 
Recreation Office at 596-4108.
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10
june

North Africa Missions
Mission Team will continue 
to work in a village through 
education and building rela-

tionships with language teachers in 
this region in order to share Christ.

  7
JUNE

Junior High Summer Camp
June 7-11
We are heading to Seesalt in 
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 

and staying at Sea Mist Beachfront 
Resort! Early registration cost is $300 
per person (after May 1, $325) and 
includes, lodging, transportation, 
meals, conference fees, t-shirt, and 
fun in the sun! Call Chris to sign up at 
699-4260

13
JUN

Mirror Image
Homecoming Concert
7:00 p.m. Barnet Park

Helping Center:
Queen for a Day!
There is nothing more 
comforting than curling 
up between soft, cozy 
sheets after a long day. 

Unfortunately, there are many in our 
community who, through difficult 
circumstances, are sleeping on torn 
sheets or even bare mattresses. June’s 
Helping Center Focus will be items 
for a queen bed – sheet sets, blankets, 
pillowcases, etc.

Boy Scout Camp
June 13-19

14
jun

Young at Heart
Felowship
Monday, June 14
6:00 p.m. in the Dining Hall

17
JUne

Key Change
Choir Tour
June 17-19

17
JUne

Summer Co-ed Softball
Register: Now    
Games Begin:
Thursday, June 17

Most games will be on Monday nights.
Registration Cost: $25 per person  
Final Registration:  Sunday, May 30th.
The league is open to all adults age 
19 and above. You may sign-up as an 
individual or as a Life Group. 
Because this is strictly a fellowship 
softball league, all men will bat 
opposite-handed. Register in the 
Recreation Ministry Office or call 596-
4108 with any questions. 

21
JUNE

Vacation Bible School
June 21 - June 25
9:00 a.m.-Noon

23
JUNE

Vacation Bible School 
Family Fun Rodeo
Church parking lot from 
6:00-8:00 p.m.

 26
june

Kentucky
Missions
June 26 - July 3
Be in prayer for the students 

and adults who are heading to the 
hills of Kentucky to lead in VBS, bas-
ketball camps, food distribution and to 
share the love of Jesus. The cost
is $285.

28
JUNE Women on Mission

General Meeting
Monday, June 28

11:00 a.m. in Room 160.

29
JUNE

ROTO
Noon in room 132

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR! 

 9
JULY

SIGN UP

Cavalier Summer 
Basketball Camp:

Monday, July 19 – Thursday, 22  
9:00 a.m. to Noon 
Registration deadline: Friday, July 
9 Cost: $50. For boys and girls who 
have completed the 2nd - 8th grade. 
Register in the Recreation Office.

Camp Director:  Thomas Ryan – 
Head Boy’s Basketball Coach at
Dorman High School 

This camp will focus on fundamentals 
of basketball (dribbling, shooting, and 
team play) along with contests and 
games in a Christian atmosphere.

10
JULY

Upward Basketball Camp 
Mission Trip:
Toronto, Canada

Saturday, July 10 – Saturday, July 17
Estimated cost:  $1,200

We will be working with a local 
Korean church and leaders to provide 
a basketball camp for children from 5 
years old through 14 years old (K-8th 
grade.)  There will be daily devotions 
geared toward children as well as an 
Award time (with parents) inclusive 
of a Gospel presentation and response 
time. We will also be training potential 
leaders for directing a future league. 
If interested, contact the Recreation 
Office for more information 596-4108.



1515

Minister on Call: 864-699-4340
If you have an after-hours or weekend need for one of our
ministerial staff, please call. We are here for you!

FBS Main Office		
864-583-7245
Adult Ministry			
864-699-4207
Children’s Ministry		
864-699-4308

Christian Social
Ministry
864-583-7245

College/ Young Adult 
Ministries 
864-699-4264

Education Ministry		
864-699-4207
Media Ministry	    	
864-699-1767
Missions Ministry		
864-699-4321
Music Ministry			
864-699-4212
Pastoral Ministry		
864-699-4225
Preschool Ministry		
864-699-4216

Recreation Ministry		
864-596-4108
Sr. Adult Ministry		
864-699-4211
Singles Ministry		
864-699-4310
Student Ministry
864-699-4224
The Encouraging Word	
864-699-1750

The Encourager
Vol. CLXXIII No. 16-17  May-June 2010

Editor
Britt Dillard

Managing Editor
Linda Gilden

Production 
Coodinator
Michele Brady

Directors of 
Photography
Thomas McCarver
Jeslyn Cash

Contibuting
Writers

Martha Axmann

Candy Arrington
Rev. Steve Wise
Karen Jones
Lucy Sizemore

Production
Assistants

Canella Dillard
Angela Lancaster

All scripture is from the NIV translation of the Bible unless otherwise noted.

Amelia Grace Phillips
Parents: Clay and Brandi

Jamison Wells Porterfield
Parents: Jamie and Margaret

Tyson Thomas Jones
Parents: Michael and Brooke

Caroline Nicole Tramel
Parents: John and Charlotte
 

Parent/Child 
Dedications

Juliette Leopard   
February 13, 2010
Parents: Ken and Gabrielle 

Mary Anne Thornton
March 19, 2010
Brad & Traci
 
Emily Kate Thornton
March 19, 2010
Brad & Traci

Lachlan Samuel Jones
April 2, 2010
Tom & Allison
 
Addilyn Gray Leary
April 4, 2010
John & Shellie

Births

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR!
Upward Flag Football and 
Cheerleading / Upward Soccer
Registration Information
Early register begins Monday, July 19
Early registration fee is $48
Late registration begins August 1st with 
registration fee of $58.
Come into the Recreation Office to 
register or call 596-4108 for more 
information.

Greenville Drive Baseball Game:
Friday, July 23
Game time: 7:00 p.m.
Cost:  $7
Greenville Drive vs Kannapolis Intimidators
Limited seating- only 80 tickets
Deadline: Wednesday, July 7 
For tickets call the Recreation Office
at 596-4108.

2010 Student Ministry Summer Dates: 
• Fall Discipleship Retreat – August 20-22
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in Christ 

Brett Suitts Brett Suitts
Brett Suitts

250 East Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29306-5158
864.583.7245   www.fbs.org

than you   can ever imagine!

	������  It’ s� too late to prepare for a storm 
once it has begun. Our preparation must 
come beforehand or else we are at the 
storm’s mercy.  
     My storm started in 2007 with a 
diagnosis of Pulmonary Fibrosis. I had 
never heard of this disease and it was a 
devastating shock to me and my family.
     Pulmonary Fibrosis is a scarring of the 
lung tissue. Its path is unpredictable for 
it progresses at different rates in different 
individuals.  You slowly run out of being 
able to intake oxygen. For most, it’s a 
death sentence and the only possible 
“cure” is a lung transplant.
     My family and I spent most of 2007 
investigating options for dealing with this 
disease. It consumed our lives. Would 
I see my daughters graduate from high 
school or get married? Would I make it to 
Christmas? Getting ready for work was a 
chore and quite frankly, there were days I 
just couldn’t.

     Life became a time of soul-searching 
and preparing for whatever the Lord had 
coming next.  
     By the middle of 2007 my wife and I 
looked seriously at listing me for a double-
lung, or bilateral, transplant at Vanderbilt 
Medical Center in Nashville, TN. 
Nashville is where I grew up so it felt right, 
it was comfortable and it was home.
     In October of 2007 we were told 
nothing was guaranteed and getting listed 
for a transplant was a LONG process. 
We were also told about what I called the 
“Goldilocks Syndrome,” meaning that you 
couldn’t be too sick or too healthy to be 
listed, you had to be just right. All of this 
was in God’s hands and all we could do 
was wait.
     In December I was scheduled for a 
week’s worth of testing at the end of 
January 2008. By that time, I was on full-
time oxygen and had to stop working at 
the end of December. By mid-February 
our prayers were answered and God’s 
direction revealed. I was officially listed as 
a candidate for a double-lung transplant!
     We relocated to Nashville, moved 
in with my mother, and began our wait.  
“Expect to wait 18 months for the “call,” 
they told us. I placed my life in the hands 
of our loving heavenly Father.  Lord, you 
created me, you’ve numbered my days.  
Whether I live or die is in your hands.  
You are sovereign and so I commit my life 

to you and simply trust you to provide 
the healing I need whether it’s in this 
world or the next.  Amen.
     Our miracle happened on July 3.  
After four months and three days on 
the transplant list, yes, I was counting, 
we received the call that a beautiful pair 
of lungs had become available and to 
come to the hospital.  Life went into slow 
motion and in many ways seemed like a 
dream.  The Lord had provided; without 
a doubt, His plan was being revealed and 
fulfilled in my life.
     Twenty days later I was released from 
Vanderbilt and after three months of rehab 
went home to be with my family!  
     Even if we’re not fully prepared 
when storms begin, the Lord reveals so 
much of Himself to us in the midst of 
them.  We come out of the storm with a 
fresh perspective spiritually and a deeper 
understanding of who God is and how He 
works during those times.
     

David is the familiar smiling face you 
see at the piano each Sunday in the 
sanctuary praising God with his gift. He 
joined our music ministry in July of last 
year and serves whenever his health 
allows. Continue to pray for David and 
his family as God continues to move in 
miraculous ways!

David Gaines

more is possible


